DRAFT  - 18 March 2005

Media Statement by the Agent Orange Joint Working Group

*Jennie please note that I have slightly modified the wording of the sixth and seventh issues in the Draft TOR to clarify their intent
The Agent Orange Joint Working Group (AOJWG) established in February by the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Veterans Affairs held its first meeting on 28 February to draft its Terms of Reference, which have now been approved by the Government.

The AOJWG comprises representatives of the Vietnam veteran community, the RNZRSA and senior representatives of the Ministers responsible.

The AOJWG Terms of Reference are:
Purpose

To recommend to Government, for its consideration, a package of actions and procedures to address the health and well being needs of Vietnam Veterans and their families and to develop an historical record of New Zealander’s service in Vietnam.

Issues to be considered (to be further developed)

· Public recognition of veterans’ service in Vietnam and exposure to a toxic environment.

· The range and availability of assistance to address health and well-being concerns and the extension of assistance to families.

· The status of the Reeves and McLeod reports.

· The adequacy of the War Pensions Act coverage in relation to exposure to a toxic environment. 

· The impact of any actions or decisions on other veterans’ groups.

· Process for consulting with veterans and family members.

· Writing up the story of input received during the consultation process 

· Knowledge of medallic recognition of service.

· Consideration of the formation of a national register of veterans and family members
To examine

· 2004 Health Select Committee Report on Agent Orange

· Propositions put to Government by veterans’ groups

· Any other material that might be relevant.

“The first meeting of the AOJWG was very useful and the Group will continue to meet and implement a consultation process with Vietnam veterans and their families to develop an Apology and Reconciliation Package that will resolve this long standing issue in a fair and sustainable way”, said the Minister of Defence, Hon Mark Burton.
“Because of the importance of this project and the implications of some of
the issues, the Prime Minister has been briefed and is fully supportive
of the work the group is doing”, Mr Burton said.

