STOP PRESS

Agent Orange Update

I want to start by thanking all those, including VVANZ, who over many years have worked on behalf of all Vietnam Veterans and their families in pursuing a resolution to the issue of Agent Orange. Their efforts have now borne fruit and the longstanding grievances with respect to Agent Orange are at last to be addressed.

Elsewhere in this issue of EVSA Magazine you will see a report from Rod Baldwin (EVSA Welfare Committee) comparing the recommendations of the Select Committee Report with the original submissions made by EVSA to the Agent Orange Enquiry.

Since the Report was made public on 6 October 2004, EVSA has been active in following up on a number of fronts. We have gained the support of the RNZRSA and are working closely with them at national level in communicating with the Prime Minister. The common message to Government of both organisations has been the importance of involving EVSA and the RSA directly in the shaping of the Government’s response to the Select Committee’s recommendations and subsequently in the implementation and ongoing monitoring of Government initiatives established to address the issues raised in the Report.

It is important that we are able to approach this task in a professional and inclusive manner. With the direct support of the RSA we are in the process of establishing the resources and communications channels to achieve this. As part of this process we need to ensure that all Vietnam Veterans and their families are registered for appropriate inclusion in any medical and other support that may follow the Government’s response. We need your help with this.

A Registration Form is enclosed with this issue of EVSA Magazine
To be included in the Register of Vietnam Veterans and Families please send a completed Registration Form to EVSA stating relevant particulars of Vietnam service. Also include names and contact details of veteran’s direct family members. Please send this information by any of the following means:

Mail: EVSA

          PO Box 72 260

          Papakura

Fax: (09) 296 0152
Email: nzevsa@xtra.co.nz
.
To help establish a complete register, please tell other Vietnam Veterans about the Register and encourage them to send in their details as well. If you are in touch with family members of Veterans who are deceased, please ask them to register also.

We will include an Agent Orange Update in future issues of EVSA Magazine to keep you informed on progress. Meanwhile, please register yourself and your family and encourage others to do the same.

Bas Nissen

President

