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Since I wrote my previous Update to you, the Government tabled in Parliament on 14 December its Response to the Select Committee Report on Agent Orange. It is understandable that many of you are cynical about the timing of the Government Response and also that it seemed to be saying that each of the Select Committee’s recommendations were already being catered for or are in the process of being put in place. Those claims by the Minister of Veterans Affairs are highly questionable and the EVSA Agent Orange Project Team is working to have these issues addressed properly. 

The good news in the Government’s Response is that there is to be an Apology. Naturally, for an Apology to be accepted as sincere it must be underpinned by a number of actions that address in a practical, tangible and sustainable way the current and future needs of veterans, their families and their future descendents. There have been a number of Government apologies in recent years that provide excellent precedents for the process and criteria for planning and delivering a formal government apology and our team has researched these thoroughly. In each example there are direct parallels with what has happened to Vietnam Veterans in regard to the Agent Orange saga. 

During December and January we have exchanged a number of communications with the Prime Minister’s Office. Naturally, the holiday period and other issues that have arisen have hampered the process to some degree. Nevertheless, our exchanges have reached the stage where a consultation process has been proposed and is being considered by the parties involved. At the same time the RNZRSA has been in discussions with other Government representatives who are concerned to ensure that this matter is dealt with fairly and promptly. We are grateful indeed for the direct support we are receiving from the RNZRSA. Our coordinated approach adds strength to our cause.

What can you do to help?

1. Register of Vietnam Veterans and Families. In our first Agent Orange Update I announced the setting up of the Vietnam Register. The response has been great and we have already received some 500 completed Registration Forms. A blank Registration Form is again enclosed with this Update for those who have yet to register. Please encourage other Vietnam Veterans and families of deceased Veterans to register also.

2. Membership Drive. It is vital that Vietnam Veterans unite in the efforts to achieve a successful outcome regarding Agent Orange and related concerns. In this issue of EVSA Magazine you will see an item on Membership by Trevor Doel. Please encourage veterans who are not currently EVSA members to join. Also the next-of-kin of deceased veterans are eligible for EVSA membership and it is important that we keep them involved.

3. Agent Orange Fighting Fund. To ensure that the Agent Orange Project is properly resourced, we have established a Fighting Fund. Donations are already being received from individuals and organisations. Your personal donation would be much appreciated, as would donations from your local RSA or other organisations you belong to that may like to help. All donations, big or small will be acknowledged in writing and with a receipt. On completion, any residual funds will be applied to Vietnam Veterans welfare and the EVSA Youth Development Trust.

Please consider what you can do towards these three aspects of the Agent Orange Project: 

· get yourself, your family and others registered; 
· actively encourage new members to join EVSA; and 
· support the Fighting Fund in whatever way you can.

Cheers,

Bas Nissen

President

Attached:  Veterans & Families Registration Form
